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   Mayor of Hiroshima visits UK                                                          

   

  UK Energy Minister resets energy policy in favour of nuclear   

   

Mayor Kazumi Matsui of 

Hiroshima was a special 

guest to the UK in a 

civic visit held directly 

after the Mayors for 

Peace Conference, and 

in the wake of the Paris 

terrorist attacks. 

 

The purpose of Mayor 

Matsui’s visit was to 

thank Manchester, host 

of the NFLA and a Lead 

City of the Mayors for 

Peace, in leading the 

local campaign for a 

nuclear – weapons - free 

and more peaceful 

world. 

 

Mayor Matsui met the 

Lord Mayor of Man-

chester at a special 

event in Manchester 

University, where school-

children presented their 

artwork and thoughts on 

peace as part of the 

‘Project G’ gingko seeds 

donated to Manchester 

by Hiroshima. A meeting 

was also held with the 

Mines Advisory Group. 

 

The Hiroshima delegat-

ion also travelled to 

London for a Parlia-

mentary event and a 

meeting with the Deputy 

Mayor of London. A full 

report is being produced 

of the visit.      

The UK Energy Minister 

Amber Rudd gave a 

speech ‘resetting’ UK 

energy policy in favour 

of new nuclear, new 

gas, ‘affordable’ off-

shore wind & fracking. 

The Minister argued 

that such policies 

would provide for full 

energy security, affor-

dable customer bills 

and new low carbon 

energy, with all coal 

stations closed in the 

UK by 2025. 

NFLA welcomes the 

coal announcement but 

is deeply concerned 

about the cuts to ren-

ewable energy subsidy, 

which is decimating 

this growing industry 

and also putting local 

authority energy and 

community energy sch-

emes under direct 

threat. 

NFLA queries whether 

new nuclear is a cheap, 

safe or particularly 

sustainable form of 

energy. It remains 

convinced that new 

nuclear at Hinkley Point 

is the wrong answer to 

UK energy needs, and it 

is exorbitantly expen-

sive to the taxpayer for 

decades to come. It will 

continue to make the 

case for better altern-

atives. 
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
KIMO: http://www.kimointernational.org 
ICAN-UK: http://www.ican-uk.org  
 

 
Mayor Matsui of Hiroshima meets with the Lord 

Mayor of Manchester, Cllr Paul Murphy 
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   Mayors for Peace Executive Conference held in Ypres   

   

   NFLA English Forum concerns on defence nuclear safety 

   

 NFLA SC prepares for AGM and 35th anniversary event 

   

The NFLA English Forum 

held its autumn seminar 

in Oxford around 

concerns with defence 

nuclear safety, nuclear 

weapons and cuts to 

renewable energy. 

 

The seminar heard from 

Peter Burt of NIS around 

ongoing problems at 

AWE sites that produce 

the components for UK 

nuclear weapons. The 

site at Aldermaston is in 

‘special measures’ for a 

third year running, 

amidst wider concerns 

of staff shortages and 

falling budgets in the 

defence nuclear sector. 

 

Nigel Day of Nukewatch 

highlighted the ongoing 

concern of the safety of 

nuclear weapon road 

convoys in the UK. 

Rebecca Sharkey from 

ICAN-UK noted the 

wider issues of seeking 

a legal international ban 

of nuclear weapons.  

 

The NFLA Secretary 

informed councillors of 

progress with LA energy 

policy. A media release 

is on the NFLA website, 

along with slides. 

 

 

The NFLA AGM and 

associated meetings will 

be held in Manchester 

Town Hall on the 4th 

December. 

 

The meeting will elect a 

new Chairperson and 

agree its priorities for 

2016. 

 

A NFLA Scotland Forum 

and a NFLA Steering 

Committee will be held.  

 

A special civic reception 

hosted by the Lord 

Mayor of Manchester 

will commemorate the 

35th anniversary of the 

NFLA, and all NFLA 

members are strongly 

encouraged to attend 

these meetings. 

The Lord Mayor of 

Manchester and the 

NFLA Secretary (in his 

role as lead officer for 

the Council) attended 

the Mayors for Peace 

Executive Conference, 

held in Ypres, Belgium. 

 

The Executive Confer-

ence is held every two 

years and is the main 

decision-making body of 

the organisation. 

 

The Conference agreed 

the Mayors for Peace 

Action Plan for 2015 – 

2019. Its final resolution 

called for all action 

possible to realise a 

nuclear weapons free 

world. It also called on 

action to realise the 

UN’s millennium goals 

on poverty & assist with 

pressing issues around 

refugees and terrorism 

around the world. Other 

special remembrance 

events for WW1 were 

also held in Ypres. 

 

A statement was issued 

after the Paris terrorist 

attacks of sympathy for 

those affected. It can be 

found on the Mayors for 

Peace website. 

NFLA media releases 

November 2015: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 

 NFLA submits 

response to RWM 
geological screening 

report 
 

 NFLA submits 

response to NDA 

draft strategy 
 

 NFLA English Forum 

calls for improve-
ment to defence 

nuclear safety 
 

 NFLA welcomes 

Hiroshima civic visit 

and Paris statement 
 

 NFLA All Ireland 

Forum agrees 
resolution on nuclear 

sub collisions with 

fishing trawlers 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dr Paul Dorfman, NFLA Ireland Chair Cllr 
Mark Dearey, Margaret Ritchie MP and 

Tim Deere-Jones at NFLA All Ireland 
meeting in County Louth 

 

Hiroshima delegation and NFLA Secretary 
at Westminster Hall prior to special 

meeting in the House of Lords Committee 
Rooms on the work for a nuclear 

weapons free world 



 

   
 NFLA NEWSLETTER 3 

 

a  
 

 NFLA submits reports on NDA strategy & RWM geology       

   

 NFLA Irish Forum follows up concerns after seminar   

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The NFLA Irish Forum is 

following up concerns 

that were raised at its 

recent seminar over a 

number of key issues. 

 

A large part of the 

seminar focused on 

recent safety incidents 

involving collisions or 

near collisions between 

UK nuclear submarines 

and Irish fishing boats. 

One of the councillors 

present was involved in 

such an incident as a 

fisherman. The seminar 

heard from Margaret 

Ritchie MP and Tim 

Deere-Jones on the 

extent of incidents. NFLA 

is assisting with seeking 

information from the UK 

Parliament and Irish Dail 

to protect fishing towns 

around the Irish Sea. 

Concern was also raised 

about extensive UK new 

nuclear build and its 

potential impact on 

Ireland. This will be 

directly passed on to 

the Irish Government by 

Dr Paul Dorfman, NFLA 

representative to the 

EPA’s Radiation Advis-

ory Committee. A NFLA 

media release on these 

issues is on its website.  

The NFLA Secretariat 

has submitted in late 

November its views on 

the future direction of 

the Nuclear Decommis-

sioning Authority and 

the proposed geological 

screening of England, 

Wales & N Ireland to 

locate geologically suit-

able sites for a deep 

underground radwaste 

repository. 

The NDA are consulting 

on their proposed 

strategy for 2016 – 21. 

NFLA argue NDA needs 

to refocus on a clear set 

of environmental princ-

iples over concerns that 

waste is being diluted 

and dispersed all too 

readily. NFLA call for an 

end to reconsidering the 

re-use of plutonium and 

for its immobilisation. 

RWM are consulting on 

what information to 

provide to the public on 

geological screening of 

the UK (except for 

Scotland). NFLA note 

the public want to see 

both the best geological 

as well as the best eng-

ineering barriers for a 

repository. Both NFLA 

responses can be found 

on its website. 

NFLA Scotland 

Forum, Town Hall, 
Manchester, 4th 

December. 
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee & AGM, 
Town Hall, 

Manchester, 4th 
December. 
 

Special civic 

reception on the 
occasion of the 

NFLA’s 35th annivers-
ary, Lord Mayor’s 

Suite, Town Hall, 

Manchester, 4th 
December.  
 

NFLA Steering 

Committee, Town 
Hall, Manchester 

30th January. 
 

BIKE FOR PEACE 

RECEIVE GANDHI 
PEACE PRIZE 

 
Tore Naerland, with 

Mayor Thore Vestby & 

Frank Tomlinson, recei-
ved the 2015 Gandhi 

Peace Prize in Parlia-
ment for the inspiring 

work of ‘Bike for Peace’. 
 

NFLA and HANT had 

nominated ‘Bike for 
Peace’ for the award and 

the NFLA Secretary 
explained at the event 

how it had cooperated 

with bike rides across 
England & Scotland. 

 
In receiving the award, 

Tore Naerland talked of 
his great joy to be 

awarded the prize and 

noted the continuing 
work of ‘Bike for Peace’ 

to promote a nuclear 
weapons free world. 

 

Tore Naerland speaking in Parliament on 
receiving the Gandhi Peace Prize 

Mayor Matsui, the Lord Mayor of 
Manchester with teachers and students 

from Birchfields School in Manchester at 
the ‘Project G’ event in Manchester 

University 

 


