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  New government - new nuclear?                                                          

   

  Trident whistleblower allegations – is it safe and secure?  

   

The election of a 

majority Conservative 

government on May 7th 

is likely to see some 

important change in 

energy policy over the 

next 5 years. 

 

The new Energy and 

Climate Change Minister 

is Amber Rudd. As a 

junior Energy Minister, 

she has given some 

support for solar energy 

and energy efficiency. 

One of her key roles will 

be to reach an inter-

national agreement at 

the December Climate 

Change Conference. 

 

In her first interview in 

the post, she reiterated 

Conservative manifesto 

promises to develop new 

nuclear power and 

reduce the subsidies for 

renewables. 

Development of Hinkley 

Point is likely to be an 

early challenge, given 

serious design, legal and 

funding issues. 

 

With 56 SNP MPs elected 

there is also a marked 

increase in MPs opposed 

to Trident replacement. 

A media release of NFLA 

nuclear policy ideas for 

Amber Rudd is on the 

NFLA website.   

 

  

   

 

     

The NFLA has called 

for an independent 

inquiry and immunity 

from prosecution of 

Able Seaman William 

McNeilly, who makes 

serious allegations of 

the safety and security 

of Trident submarines. 

Able Seaman McNeilly 

was on a tour of HMS 

Victorious, having been 

trained on HMS 

Vanguard, both part of 

the Trident nuclear 

weapons fleet. 

In a detailed report 

published in the Sunday 

Herald, he raises over 30 

serious safety and 

security flaws of HMS 

Victorious on its January 

– April tour. 

Issues include risks to 

fire safety, flooding in 

torpedo compartments, 

equipment failures and 

lax security at Faslane. 

The MOD has strongly 

refuted these claims 

and initiated an invest-

igation. McNeilly has 

also been arrested. Like 

the NFLA, a number of 

MPs have called for an 

open and independent 

inquiry over these very 

serious allegations. 

The NFLA’s media 

release on this matter 

is on its website. 
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Useful website / partner links: 

NFLA: http://www.nuclearpolicy.info 
CNFE: http://www.cnfe.eu  
Mayors for Peace: http://www.mayorsforpeace.org 
2020 Vision: http://www.2020visioncampaign.org  
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 The late NFLA Welsh Forum Co-Chair Councillor 
Ray Davies with his book ‘A Miners Life’’. 

 

mailto:s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk
http://www.nuclearpolicy.info/
http://www.cnfe.eu/
http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/
http://www.2020visioncampaign.org/
http://www.kimointernational.org/
http://www.ican-uk.org/


 

2 NFLA NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 

 

   Tributes come in for Councillor Ray Davies, 1930 - 2015  

   

   NFLA Scotland Trident flyer and post-election meeting 

   

 NFLA SC and Mayors for Peace Chapter – key meetings 

   

Following the election 

and the recent whistle-

blowing Trident case, the 

NFLA Scotland Forum will 

be holding a special 

seminar on the future of 

Trident in early June in 

Paisley. 

 

The new Conservative 

Government has a mani-

festo commitment for a 

full ‘like for like’ replace-

ment of the four Trident 

submarines. 

 

Speaking at the NFLA 

Scotland seminar will be 

Rob Edwards, who 

broke the Sunday 

Herald Trident whistle-

blower story. Other 

speakers include Bill 

Kidd MSP on the failure 

of the NPT Review Con-

ference, CND Scotland 

Chair Arthur West on 

developing cross-party 

support to oppose Tri-

dent replacement and 

Jane Tallents on nuclear 

weapon convoy safety.  

 

A business meeting on 

Scottish nuclear policy 

will also be held. For a 

flyer and further details 

go to the NFLA’s inf-

ormative website. 

Planning for two 

important June 19th 

meetings is in hand. 

 

The NFLA Steering 

Committee will be 

holding a meeting 

considering recent and 

likely future changes to 

nuclear policy. 

 

In the afternoon, the 

first formal meeting of 

the UK and Ireland 

Mayors, Provosts and 

Leaders for Peace 

Chapter takes place. It 

is open to all 90 UK and 

Ireland Mayors for 

Peace members and will 

look at ways to develop 

this new grouping. 

Meeting papers will be 

issued shortly. 

The NFLA is very sad to 

report the death of its 

Welsh Co-Chair and 

long-time member, the 

Caerphilly County Coun-

cillor Ray Davies. 

 

Ray Davies has been an 

inspirational campaigner 

for a nuclear free world 

since becoming a coun-

cillor over 50 years ago. 

He was the longest-

serving member of the 

NFLA Steering Comm-

ittee and the NFLA 

Welsh Forum Co-Chair. 

 

Ray was also Vice 

President of CND Wales 

and a strong supporter 

of renewable energy. 

He was also known as a 

highly active and well-

liked local councillor. A 

minutes silence will be 

held at upcoming NFLA 

meetings. 

 

A memorial service in 

Ray’s memory will be 

held in the Temple of 

Peace in Cardiff in early 

July, and the NFLA will 

be represented at it. 

 

A tribute to Ray can be 

found on the NFLA 

website. 

 

    

NFLA media releases 

May 2015: 
(On NFLA website.) 

 

 NFLA concerned 

over effects of 1,600 
jobs cut by Magnox 

 
 NFLA calls for 

independent inquiry 

over Trident 

whistleblower 
allegations 

  
 NFLA calls for 

comprehensive post-

election nuclear 
policy review 

 

 NFLA tribute to 

Councillor Ray 
Davies 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

NFLA ATTENDS NDA 

STRATEGY EVENT 
 

The NFLA Chair and 

Secretary attended a 
NDA ‘marketplace’ event 

considering its planned 
strategy of activities 

from 2016 – 2021. 
 

Since its inception 10 

years ago, the NDA has 
developed a five year 

strategy on its activities 
in both radioactive waste 

management & nuclear 

decommissioning. The 
‘marketplace’ included a 

plenary and opportunity 
to discuss parts of the 

strategy with NDA staff.  
 

A consultation is planned 

for the autumn on the 
draft strategy. 
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NFLA prepares to launch three major nuclear policy reports      

   

 NPT Review Conference – what will disagreement lead to? 

   

Forthcoming meetings of interest to NFLA members 

   

 

The 5-yearly Review 

Conference of the UN’s 

Nuclear Non-Prolifer-

ation Treaty failed to 

reach consensus and 

could not deliver any 

substantive outcome. A 

final NPT Conference 

document was therefore 

not agreed upon.  

 

There was particular 

disagreement over the 

setting up of a Middle 

East Nuclear Weapon 

Free Zone. Deep dis-

agreements also took 

place over the slow pace 

of disarmament from the 

existing nuclear weapon 

states, including the UK. 

The lack of an 

agreement does not 

signal the end of the 

NPT, but it reveals a lack 

of political will and the 

need for fresh thinking. 

 

109 states signed the 

Austrian Government’s 

‘humanitarian pledge’ to 

find measures to fill the 

legal gap to prohibit 

nuclear weapons. NFLA 

welcomes this measure 

and it will work with 

Mayors for Peace to 

offer up new ideas to 

help unlock this logjam. 

Throughout June, the 

NFLA Secretariat will be 

publishing three well- 

researched reports to 

contribute to post-

election nuclear policy. 

 

These reports consider 

UK & European nuclear 

safety, nuclear security 

and nuclear emergency 

planning in relation to 

post-Fukushima issues. 

The nuclear safety 

report has been drafted 

by the NFLA Scotland 

Policy Advisor, and it 

considers issues around 

the safety of aging 

nuclear reactors. 

 

The nuclear EP report 

has been drafted by the 

NFLA Secretary, and it 

considers gaps in post-

Fukushima emergency 

planning arrangements. 

 

The nuclear security 

report is drafted by 

independent consultant 

Dr David Lowry, a 

former Director of the 

European Proliferation 

Information Centre. 

 

Full details of each 

report will be in the 

June newsletter.  

NFLA Scotland Forum, 

Renfrewshire House, 
Paisley, 5th June. 

 
NFLA Steering 

Committee, 

Manchester Town 
Hall, 19th June. 
 

UK & Ireland Mayors, 

Provosts & Leaders 
for Peace Chapter 

meeting, Manchester 
Town Hall, 19th June. 
 

Other NFLA Forum 

dates will follow 
after discussions 

with NFLA Chairs in 
the English, All 

Ireland and Welsh 

Forums. 

NFLA letters to 

media,  
May 2015: 

(emailed to members) 
 

 Warning over 

Chinese nuclear 

safety has UK 
implications as well 

 
 Trident whistle-

blower deserves 

immunity from 
prosecution 

 

 It’s time to support 

renewables, not 
ditch them after 

election result 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

JULY VISIT BEING 

PLANNED TO THE UK 
LOW LEVEL WASTE 

REPOSITORY  
 

The NFLA Chair and 

NFLA Secretary will be 
attending a July visit to 

the UK’s Low Level 
Radioactive Waste Rep-

ository (LLWR) in West 

Cumbria.  
 

The visit is being 
organised by the LGA 

NuLeAF group and it will 
see how the LLWR is 

organised for storage of 

low level waste. NFLA 
has recently responded 

to a UK & Devolved 
Government consultation 

on low level radwaste 

policy. 
 

NFLA members should 
contact the NFLA Secre-

tary if they’re interested 
in attending this visit. 


